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nial
HQ - often within striking distance of major cities.
Sue Chester charts the pleasures and potential pitfalls’

udwig [ of Bavaria, who, in

stuff of fantasy. But for the savvy
buyer it can be an achievable
reality — in some cases for le
than the price of a Merced

When the wall came down in 1989, the new unil
Germany woke up to find it had a glut of heritage in the
former DDR hinterlands, inchuding some
(of around 5,000 nationwide). Althoug
original owners, b > second world war, had
the right to reclaim them, many were abandoned
because the ftitl ers b or saw their grand
properties as a co ty. The local ¢ councils that
inherited them off-loaded the crumbling grandeur at
bargain prices, sometimes for as little as €1.

Over the pas former DDR castles have
been fully restored, while others, acquired with initial
enthusiasm, have ended up back on the market only
partially renovated because romantic dreams proved
overambitious. Christoph Schenck, V(nual manager of
Heritage Media and a consultant ising i
homes for Engel & Volker
market has a lot to
tran:
low prices, compared with France, the UK, the US
and Ttaly,” he says. Property prices here remain much
lower than in the rest of the world, not only for normal
real estate, but for castles too. “Th great
potential for capital growth, and Germany’s repum(ion

haven in the financial crisis is also having a

with 700sq m of the total
68sq m 1eumrdted, ‘Another star property, Schloss
i entury Brandenburg

heanty (in n of extensive TLC), with a tower, moat
and chapel, is being sold for €390,000. Both are

a le through Vermittlung
Laft: the 12th-century ili
Schloss Kransherg, 30km which selk histori
from Frankfurt. Aove: I 1 over (;erm’inv
inside Schloss Lietzow
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